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the making of Steel, yet according to the iaft and tru- 
eft Procefs, the matter is plainly otherwife; for Iron 
this way made into Sted, becomes a kind of Ele£lrum r 
and is filled with an exceeding brittle and hard Body of 
its own Nature ; Iron being ipungy and not clofe; Tor 
Which purpofe the refore, the WordT denfare is by Pliny 
aptly and elegantly ufed. And this way was ufed when 
the ftrongeft temper and hardnefs was required ; as to 
Picks and Anvils. 

There might be divers reafons given for this, iaft 
ufage • as ffrft, that there is fair greater eafe in work- 
ing Iron, than Steel into any Figure, that being far foft- 
er and more du&ible and loofe. 

Again, it is certain, and the Ancients in the paflage 
Jaft qubfed do teftifie as much, that Iron by ignition is 
fpoilt or corrupted, fo that the oftrier it is purged, tho' 
it were Steel it would the more relent. Whence know- 
ing well, that in making their Tools out of Steel, they 
could not but confiderably loofe it and abate of their temp- 
er ; they therefore fir ft fhaped them, and then gave them 
a^ftrong Body of* Steel and Temper together, and ft> 
had nothing elfe to do but to finifh them on the Grind- 
ftone and Hone , tofet the point or edge. 



V, The Defcriptions of certain Shells found in 
the Eaft Indies, Communicated by Mr. Witzen. 
to Dr. Lifter, and by him to the Publifher % 
with fame Remarks of his own. 

$ I R, 

I Here fent you inclofed an Account of certain Shells 
and their Figures, which I received from Mr. fVitzm, 
formerly Ambatfadour here from the States of Holland^ 

and 
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and alfo well known to the Learned World by his excel- 
lent Map' of Tartary. 

Translated from the French. He Writes thus : 
c There are found on the Coafts of Malabar and Cey- 
€ ton, certain Cockles or Shells in Dutch called Keuh hot ens. 
4 Thefe Shells contain a Filh that Jives in the bottom, of 
< the Sea , fixt to the Body of the Shell, and at a certain 
' Seafon of the Year, they call their Se.ed which produ- 
ces a fort of Matrix of the fize of the Figure * j this VMFtg* 
1 long Body which is wrinckled like an AndoHille or Saqf 4, 
'age is filled with a great number of round Celles, which 
c are fo many Matrices, each producing its little ftielk 
€ fifti 1 which quit not their cells till they are grown to 
'iuch a bignefs and maturity, as their weight breaks them 
c off and loofens them from their cells, and Co from their 

* common Matrix^ which remains faflned to the bottom 
c of the Sea by the great end, the other end moving a- 
c bout freely in the water, which is flexible every way 
c like an Andouille. This Matrix the Hollanders call 

* Svoarnbalk. 

c It is ob fervable that this Matrix has a kind of back- 

* part and Belly, the Back is (bmething like that of a 
c Sckelvis and of a greyifh colour, the Belly is whiter, 
' and is that part which is filled with the cells* from one 
c end to the other; the Skin which covers it is very like 
'• that of Stock-fiih or other dryed Fifh. 

c Figure the $th, Is a (hell found in the River of Goa, 

* which holds a fort of Oyfter. It is very fcarce and 
1 in the Indies as well as here the fliel! powdered is efteem- 
c ed a good Medicine. 
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His laft Figure is of an Oilier- ftiell ,, the like is to 
befouod m the Weft indies, whether the famefpe- 
cks I cannot determine, having -never (een them intire 
together to compare them. But Sir, considering the 
hint that is here given us, of its being thought Medicinal 
atGoa where it is found ,• and alfb how that calcined Shells 
are the moft common entertainment all over the Indies, 
chiewing them all day long .with the Leaves of a certain 
liot piperate and fpicy Plant and a fort of Nut mixt there- 
with; we may reafonably fufped the Goa Stone to be 
made up of them, or ftch like Ingredients, 

Tours, &c. 




VI. A Paper of Mr. Flowers, containing fonte 
unhgown Ancient CharaSters^ with Kemarh^ 
thereon /^Francis JH&on Efa, S. R> & 

'Hefe Characters being Two and Twenty inNumb- 
__ er, are all that could be diftin&ly Colle&ed out 
ot the Ancient Sculptures, to be found this day extant 
at the admired Hills of Canary • where there are divers 
receptacles cut out of the main Rock, by incredible In- 
duflry and Charge of the Ancient Inhabitants of thofo 
Parts fuppofed Meorsox Negroes of Ethiopia rather than 
Gentues ; by reafon of the large proportion of their ufual 
Statures, which is at lead Eight Foot in- heighth, having 
great Lips, full Eyes, flat Nofe and curled Hair, and is 
worthy the Obfer vatidn. So far Mr, Flower Feb. 3. 16 y^ 
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